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Mianus River Greenway Priority Properties to Protect  
 
Introduction 
 
The Mianus River Watershed Council (MRWC) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
corporation, whose mission is to initiate and coordinate efforts for land and water 
protection in the Mianus River watershed, act as land managers and stewards 
and educate the public about the watershed.  MRWC’s 2005 Strategic Plan 
includes program goals and objectives for the protection and preservation of 
open space to further our mission statement.  The goals include: 
 
1.  Working with other land protection groups and towns of Greenwich, Stamford 
and New York to develop a map of all parcels in the greenway that have potential 
for protection.  Prioritize parcels in terms of their value as open space.  Use this 
map as our vision of what we would like the greenway to look like if we achieved 
our land protection goals.  Use GIS to map parcels for acquisition or easements 
and identify GIS resources and capabilities available to MRWC. Research 
landowners of priority parcels. 
 
2.  Working with other land protection groups and towns to put together small 
groups that can approach specific landowners.  Identify people who know 
landowners who might be willing to be part of a small group to approach 
landowners.  Explore with landowners the benefits of donations, easements, 
bargain sales and other tax-related incentives.  Try to sell landowner on 
greenway concept and how it benefits all in terms of water quality, open space, 
etc. 
 
3.  Working with other groups on fundraising strategies for specific priority 
parcels with willing sellers.  Use the Treetops portion of the Mianus River State 
Park and similar projects as models of how to put together coalitions for raising 
funds for specific parcels. Stress in fundraising projects the connectivity of the 
greenway parcels and the benefit of further protection to water quality, recreation 
and wildlife. 
 
In support of these goals, MRWC applied to the CT DEP for a grant to fund a 
project to inventory existing properties in the Mianus River watershed and to 
prepare fact sheets from public records and GIS mapping. The purpose of the 
priority property fact sheets is to consolidate and continually refine available 
information on the status of potential open space properties so that current and 
future land protection advocates can quickly understand the value of the 
property, and be able to intelligently advocate for protection of the property from 
a physical, geographic, environmental and real estate business perspective.  
This project lays the foundation for this goal.  MRWC believes that having the 
information in these fact sheets within reach of advocates will improve the 
timeliness of our response to available properties and enable the development of 
proactive, strategic plans for protecting and preserving priority properties.  
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MRWC is currently engaged in the development of a watershed management 
plan for the Mianus River.  We believe that one of the highest priorities for the 
protection of water quality, particularly as it relates to public drinking water supply 
is the protection and expansion of the Mianus River Greenway.   
 
Protection and stewardship of key properties within the Mianus River Watershed 
goes beyond the purchase and permanent preservation of property as publicly 
owned land such as a park or land owned by a non-profit such as a land trust.  
We appreciate that many parcels of land held privately may be adequately 
protected (until sold) and perhaps better-managed and protected than publicly 
owned parks used for recreation.  A case in point is the excessive level of 
recreation in the Mianus River Park that has damaged vegetative stream buffers.  
(Monroe 2006)  Education of landowners particularly those near the river and its 
tributaries on best management practices is also another method of protecting 
land and the related benefits of water quality and habitat protection and 
biodiversity.  
 
CT DEP Greenway Program 
 
Connecticut’s greenways program was established in 1995 by the General 
Assembly. Public Act 95-335 created the Connecticut Greenways Council, which 
has the responsibility of designating greenways around the state. The Governor 
and legislative leaders appoint members of the council, and most have 
backgrounds in trail and greenway development. 

 
 The CT Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), and state law defines 
greenways as a “corridor of open space” that may protect natural resources, 
preserve scenic landscapes and historical resources or offer opportunities for 
recreation or non-motorized transportation; connect existing protected areas and 
provide access to the outdoors; be located along a defining natural feature, such 
as a waterway, along a man-made corridor, including an unused right of way, 
traditional trail routes or historic barge canals; or be open space along a highway 
or around a village.  For official designation as a greenway, the CT DEP requires 
that open spaces and/or pathways have the critical element of  “connectivity.” 
(Witkos 2010) 

 
The Mianus River Greenway 
 
Located in Fairfield County CT and Westchester County, NY,  the land within the 
drainage basin of the Mianus River that is permanently protected as open space 
makes up the Mianus River Greenway.  See Figure 1a and b.  The watershed 
provides a source of drinking water for over 120,000 people in Greenwich and 
Stamford Connecticut, and Port Chester, Rye and Rye Brook, New York.  In 
addition, thousands of homeowners rely on individual groundwater wells 
throughout the upper watershed for their domestic and irrigation needs. The 
watershed of the Mianus river is a valued asset of Bedford, North Castle and 
Pound Ridge, New York, Greenwich and Stamford in Connecticut, and of the  
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larger community beyond the watershed's boundaries.  The River, its tributaries, 
and the wetlands, woods and fields of its watershed, provide the habitat to 
support diverse and  abundant wildlife, as well as idyllic settings for recreational 
and cultural activities.  
 

The efforts of the Mianus River Greenway Alliance resulted in the creation of the 
Mianus River Greenway.  The Connecticut Greenways Council officially 
designated the Greenway in 2001.  
 

The Mianus River Greenway is a riparian corridor whose primary goal is the 
protection of the water quality of the Mianus River and the preservation of the 
adjacent uplands. The greenway runs along the Mianus River from Cos Cob, CT 
(Greenwich) north into Stamford, CT then New York and includes properties 
owned by the State, municipalities, private conservation organizations and 
Aquarion Water Company. As a corridor for wildlife and fish migration, the 
Mianus River Greenway provides habitat for deer, bobcat, otter, coyote, reptiles 
and amphibians (indicator species), alewife, gizzard shad and blue back herring.  
The Mianus River Park in Stamford is a CT DEP managed trout stream that is 
stocked annually and is a popular fishing destination.  CT DEP stocks fish at 
many locations along the Mianus River watershed.  
 
Table 1 provides a list of the significant parcels of open space that make up the 
Mianus River Greenway. 
 

Table 1. – Major Open Space Properties of the Mianus River Greenway 

 
Mianus River Gorge Preserve - 764 acres  
United Water Company watershed – 197 acres 
Aquarion Water Company watershed – 110 acres 
Mianus River State Park – 520 acres 

Upper – 123 acres 
Blake Colman – 94 acres 
Lower – 210 acres  
Treetops – 93 acres 

Mianus River Park – 300 acres 
Greenwich – 110 acres  
Stamford – 190 acres 

Newman Mill Park, Stamford – 9 acres 
Pomerance-Tuchman Preserve, Greenwich – 234 acres  
 
This is a partial list of larger open space properties within the Mianus River 
Greenway.  Areas are estimates based on parcel information from each 
municipality and GIS maps. 
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Goals of the Priority Property Acquisition List Project  
 
The goal of this project is to find priority properties within the Mianus River 
watershed that might be added to the existing Mianus River Greenway.  A 
comprehensive effort was made to update the existing parcel information for 
each property located within the Mianus River watershed.  This was 
accomplished via contracted support from the Mianus River Gorge Preserve 
using a basemap of the Mianus River watershed and importing GIS map layers 
from each of the five member municipalities.  A GIS watershed map was 
prepared with ArcView to enable identification of land parcels, the acreage, the 
proximity of the property to existing greenway properties to the Mianus River and 
its tributaries.  Other valuable parcel information was whether the property is 
undeveloped, or vacant.   
 

Project Approach 
 
Watershed maps were prepared with parcel shapes and color-coding to identify 
existing Mianus River Greenway parcels.  Vacant land and the location of the 
river and tributaries were also provided, wetlands and roads.  Also presented on 
the maps were conservation easements or deed restrictions mapped by the 
municipalities when available.  The deed restrictions are conservation land that 
the owner agrees to not develop as part of a lot split or development of a 
property, typically required for environmental approval of the project. 
 

The GIS maps (shapefiles) were then saved as a project map file using ArcGIS 
Publisher.  This enabled the Mianus River Greenway project maps to be viewed 
by anyone with ArcReader software, a free desktop mapping software download.  
Anyone with ArcReader can view high-quality interactive maps authored by a 
ArcGIS and published with the ArcGIS Publisher extension.   Using ArcReader, 
map layers (shapefiles) can be added or removed from the active map using a 
color-coded legend toolbar based on the user’s preferences and needs.  Parcel 
information such as property address, owner, acres and parcel number can also 
be viewed with the ArcReader.  Distances and areas of selected parcels and 
features can also be estimated with ArcReader.  Maps can also be printed.  
However, only limited editing of map images is possible.   
 
ArcReader is a free, easy-to-use desktop mapping application that allows users 
to view, explore, and print maps and globes.  Additional information and to 
download the software: 
 
http://www.esri.com/software/arcgis/arcreader/index.html 
 

Priority property selection was based on the size of the parcel, whether it is 
undeveloped and its proximity to the Mianus River and tributaries and existing 
Mianus River Greenway properties.  Ten properties were selected for preparation 
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of fact sheets based on these criteria.  The priority property list for protection is 
provided as Table 2. 
 
Facts sheets for the priority acquisition properties were prepared to provide basic 
information about the properties, a narrative description of the property, 
information from the municipal online deed records, recent property sales, sale 
prices, owner name and contact information.  Where significant easement or 
deed information was available, this information was also summarized.  For 
example a deed restriction might allow a property to only be divided into two 
parcels.  The fact sheets also include a property location map showing its 
proximity to other Mianus Greenway properties and the Mianus River or its 
tributaries.   Figure 3 shows the location of the ten priority properties within the 
Mianus River Watershed.  The ten priority property fact sheets are provided in 
Appendix A.  
 
MRWC met with Greenwich Land Conservation Trust, Stamford Land 
Conservation and Mianus River Gorge Preserve to review the list of priority 
properties and discuss strategies for approaching homeowners.  MRWC plans to 
continue a dialog with the Land Trusts to preserve and protect these properties.  
 
Table 2. Priority Protection Properties for the Mianus River Greenway 
 

  Property Name and Parcel Number Location Acres 
 1 Overbrook Ltd. Partnership 

Parcel: 004-2377 (two parcels)    
Riverbank Road 
Stamford, CT 

 55.64 

 2 Charles B. Scarborough III Property 
Parcel: 004-2376 

356 Riverbank Road 
Stamford, CT 

   6.48 

 3 Ronald M. Gold Trust Property 
Parcel: 002-4679 

340 Farms Road 
Stamford, CT  06903 

 40.92 

 4 June Road Property LLC 
Parcel: 004-2185 

0 June Road 
Stamford, CT 

 22.88 

 5 Jeroll R. Silverberg, LLC 
Parcel: 000-1224 

144 Brookhollow Lane 
Stamford, CT 

   2.67 

 6 Arthur Altschul Trust 
Parcel: 004-2419 

0 Riverbank Road 
Stamford, CT 

 34.37 

 7 Margaret Lang Trust 
Parcel: 004-2366 

Riverbank Road 
Stamford, CT  

 25.38 

 8 Kathryn G. Graham 
Parcel: 000-0313 

536 Riverbank Road 
Stamford, CT  

 24 

 9 Robert J. Miller et. al. Trust (a.k.a. Tunney) 
Parcel: 002-3574 

Erskine Road 
Stamford, CT 

100 

10 Lauren Kelly Property 
Parcel: 004-2588 

279 June Road 
Stamford, CT  

  11.83 
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Future Work 
 

Identification of ten priority properties for addition to the Mianus River Greenway 
lays the foundation for a constructive dialog with the Land Trusts and any 
organization interested in the protection of water quality and habitat.  
Conversations began with the presentation of the Greenway project to Stamford 
Land Conservation Trust, the Greenwich Land Trust and Mianus River Gorge 
Preserve.  The availability of the Mianus River watershed map and parcel 
information in an ArcReader map is a powerful tool that is normally available to 
municipal land use agencies.  The work products from the grant have fostered an 
easier dialog among interested parties that speeds the process of taking action 
on property protection and education.  Several cloud-based Google applications 
are now available since the start of the grant that enable more users to 
participate in the identification and protection of properties.  Starting with the 
ArcReader maps developed with the CT DEP grant, one is able to browse and 
find information about parcels of land and create and edit a Google MyPlaces to 
add basic information to share with others and enable joint editing and annotating 
of the map.  Using kml and kmz files between Google Earth and MyPlaces one is 
able to export shapefiles that can be overlaid onto standard GIS maps. 
 

The priority property list and the ArcReader map have proven valuable.  In one 
case a property on the list of priority properties for acquisition was advertised for 
an auction sale.  Based on MRWC’s familiarity with the property, we were able to 
participate in and track the developments of the auction and maintain a dialog 
with the land trusts to encourage creative solutions for preserving a very 
important, 23-acre parcel of land.  Although the high bid for the property was 
rejected, the conversation on how to protect the property continues.  
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